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THE SUBSTANCE OF A 


NM ON, Oe. 


—T would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. For if 
we believe that Feſus died, and roſe again, even 
fo them alſo which fleep in Jeſus, will God 
bring with hin,——1 Thell. iv. 13, 14. 


EING, by a very unexpected providence, 
called to pay a token of reſpect to the 

memory of a departed Friend and Brother, 

I would direct your attention to theſe words. 


In the preceding verſes the apoſtle has 
been commending the church at Theſſalonica 
for that love they manifeſted: towards each 
other. Verſe 9, As touching brotherly love, 
ſays he, ye need not that I write unto you; 
for ye yourſelves are taught of God to love 
one another. For this their fame had gone 
abroad throughout all the churches of Mace- 
donia. But ſtill he beſeeches them to increaſe 
therein more and more. Love is the bond of 
union detrden God's people. The new com- 
A 2 mandment 


ns 


mandment our Lord gave his diſciples was, 
That they ſhould love one another. Behold 


how good and pleaſant a thing it is for bre- 


thren to dwell together in unity. In this re- 
lation the apoſtle conſiders himſelf as ſtanding 
to this people; and therefore, addreſſes them 
as his brethren. Our Lord himſelf was not 
aſhamed to call his diſciples brethren. And 
therefore ſays, I aſcend unto my Father and 
your Father, and to my God and your God. 
As little children they are exhorted to love 
one another; and not in-word only, but in- 
deed, and in truth. Thoſe who love the 
Lord Jeſus, will love his people for his ſake; 
and being of one ſpirit and one mind they 
will ſtrive together for the faith of the goſpel. 
But the more cloſely they are united in heart 
and aftection, the more painful muſt a ſepa- 
tion be, To fortify their minds againſt ſuch 
a trial, was the deſign of the apoſtle 1 in the 
words'of the text. 

* I would not have you to be Ignorant 
brethren,” &c. 

There are many things about which men 
may be ignorant, and ſuſtain no loſs; but 
this ſubject is of the greateſt importance 
tor every one to be well acquainted with; 
as it reſpects the happineſs of the preſent 
Hir as well as that which is to come. Theſe 


| : 1 | words 
1 John 44 44 d Heb. 11. 11. 172 John XX. 17. | 
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1 words. are very applicabſe on the preſent 
5 ſolemn occaſio : 
This is a day of mourning and diſtreſs; 


your feelings are painful, and your fears run 


2 \ 1 ol A great man is fallen in our Iſrael. 


The poor have loſt a kind benefactor who 


und bimfelf out to ſerve them. The church 
be of God has loſt a laborious, And diſintereſted 


miniſter. Many, who have been called under 


9 his preaching to the knowledge of the truth, 
WE have to cry out, my father! my father! 


Others bewail the loſs of their ſpiritual - 


guide, 'who led them in the way of truth and 


righteouſneſs. Some have loſt a fieady, faith-. 
ful friend; and in this calamity I bear a part, 


= after an intimacy of ſeventeen years. His 


family, in particular, are bereaved of a kind 
huſband, and an indulgent father. But our 


= loſs is his eternal gain. We ſorrow not con- 


cerning the deceaſed, even as others who. 
have no hope; for them which ſleep in Jeſus - 
will God bring with him. 
From theſe. words, firſt, we Sade that 
the doctrine of the death and reſurrection of 

Chriſt is a ſure foundation of hope for a 
ſinner's acceptance with God. 

- Jeſus Chriſt hath aboliſhed death, and 
brought life and immortality to light through 
the goſpcl. Therein is the ſalvation of God 
clearly ea By one man fin entered 

| into 
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into the world, and death by ſin, and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
ſinned. There is none righteous, no not 
one. Without exception we are all involved 
in this common ruin; for we were ſhapen in 
iniquity, and in ſin did our mother conceive 
us. In our earlieſt days we gave the fulleſt 
proof of our apoſlacy from God; and as we 
advanced in life, like ſheep we went aſtray, 
and turned every one to his own way; we re- 
belled againſt the Moſt High, and ſet the 
Almighty at defiance. By fin we deſtroyed 
ourſelves; and are juſtly condemned by the 
law of God, which extends to every thought 
of the heart, and admits of no deviation 
from perfection. 72 

Nor was it poſſible for us to recover our- 
ſelves from the ruins of the fall. Can the 
Ethiopian change his ſkin? or the leopard 
his ſpots? then may ye alſo do goad, who are 
accuſtomed to do evil. Can a man dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins offer any acceptable ſac ri- 


fice to God? The ſacrifices of the wicked 


are an abomination to the Lord. But when 
we were in the moſt abject and wretched cir- 
cumſtances, outcaſts from God, and ready to 
periſh, he had compaſſion on us and found out 
a ranſom. 

In the everlaſting covenant Jeſus became 
the tinners ſurety, and the Lord laid on him 

2 the 
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Whe iniquity of us all. He who knew no fin 
{ 'M as made ſin for us, that we might be made 
* righteouſneſs of God in him. Thus, 
2aring the ſins of his people, it pleaſed the 
ord to bruiſe him; he hath put him to griet. 
ithout ſhedding of blood there could be no 
eemiſſion; nor could the blood of bulls or 
coats ſanctify the unclean. But Jeſus by his 


N ic oz0u blood hath obtained eternal redemption 


bor us. Once in the end of the world he ap- 
peared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of him- 
elf. So that there remains no more, there 
xd; no more ſacrifice for fin. He has made 
peace through the blood of his croſs. Nor 
had he any coadjutor in this important work, 
but trod the wine preſs alone, and of the 
people there was none with him. His own 
am brought ſalvation. Through death he 
deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil. 7 
As he was delivered for our offences, ſo 
alſo was he raiſed again for our juſtification. 
Having magnified the law and made it ho- 
nourable, and thereby fully ſatisfied all the 
demands of divine juſtice, it was impoſſible 
he ſhould be holden of death, or that this 
holy one ſhould ſee corruption. Every pre- 
caution was. taken to prevent his riſing from 
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the dead. The ſtone was ſealed, and a qty 
ſet at the entrance of the ſepulchre. His 
enemies 


LE 


tures. He ſpoiled principalities and pow- 


vity captive. Thus did the Lord of Hoſts 


neus does the gol] pel bring to ſinners. Salva- 


tins. 0 1 * 


6385 
enemles triumphed; his followers trembled. 
This was the hour of his humiliation, and 
abaſement. He made his grave with the 
wicked. But, to the eternal confuſion of 
his enemies, and the everlaſting joy of 
his people, on the third, the appointed 
day, he roſe again, according to the ſcrip- 


ers, and made a ſhew of them openly. He 
proved himſelf ſuperior to all his enemies, 
and when he aſcended on high he led capti- 


triumph gloriouſly. Having finiſhed the 
work of man's falvation, the everlaſting 
doors were thrown open to receive this King 
of Glory. N 
Now he fits upon his throne; and muſt reign 
till the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed; and all 
his redeemed come with ſinging to Zion, and 
everlaſting joy upon their heads. Such good 


tion by rich, reigning grace, through the 
redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Nor 
is there ſalvation in any other. He is the 
hope of Ifrael, and the ſaviour thereof in the 
time of trouble. Be it known unto you therc- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this 
man 1s preached unto you the ir HSA of 


| Sure! y. 


ain 


he 3 have the heathen the knowledge of his laws. 
of This meſſage is exactly ſuited to the circum- 
of ſtances of thoſe to whom it is ſent. | A con- 
ed demned criminal, and a free pardon—a loſt 
J- ner, and a free ſalvation! How muſt that 
'- RX foul rejoice who has the ſentence of death in 
ce W himſelf, to hear that Jeſus receiveth ſinners 
„ 8 Lr. and ſaves to the very ul ler maſt all Who 
1 1 come unto God by him! That his precious 


s 3 blood cleanſeth from all ſin; and that who- 
RE ſoever cometh to him ſhall in no wiſe be 
caſt "out. Here then is a ſure founda- 
don for a ſinner to build upon. Here 
ve may rely for pardon and ſalvation, wich- 
out fear of a diſappointment. None ever 


truſted in the Lord and were confounded. 


have often heard from the lips of our departed 


. 


claim the freedom of his grace; the merit of 


and only Saviour. 
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Surely, the lines are fallen to vs in pleaſant 


h Places, and we have a goodly heritage! God 
hach not dealt ſo with many nations, neither 


— 


Theſe truths are the chriſtian's ſupport and 
conſolation; living and dying. Theſe truths you 


friend. It was his delight to aſſert the true and 
proper Divinity of the Perſon of Chriſt ; to pro- 


his blood; and the almighty power of his arm 
to exalt the Lord Jeſus as the ſinner's friend 


And I have to add that theſe truths were the 
ſupport of his ſoul in his laſt moments. am 


\ 
610 ) 
not at liberty to ſay much upon this ſubject; 
as it was the particular requeſt of the deceaſed, 
that in his laſt illneſs he might not be diſturbed 
by the kindly intended vifits of his friends; 
that after his death his body might be privately 
conveyed to the ſilent grave; and very little 
be ſaid in publick concerning him. In this 
inſtance he was not ſingular. The late emi- 
nent Mr. Toplady poſitively forbad any funeral 
fermon being preached upon his death. Bur, 
for the chriſtian's encouragement, I may ven- 
ture to obſerve, that Dr. Peckwell, upon his 
death-bed, expreſſed to a friend the ſatisfac- 
tion he had in having preached a free and full 
ſalvation to ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. Here, 
ſaid he, . ſhould our confidence he fixed; 
and here alone 1 fix my confidence. Thus the 
Goſpel ſupports a ſoul in the trying hour of 
death ; and enables it to 1 in the 994 
ſpect of approaching glory. 
«Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord.” 
We obſerve, adly, that thoſe who, with the 
heart, believe in the doctrine of the death 
and reſurrection of Chriſt, although they ſleep 
in the grave, ſhall be raiſed to a glorious im 
mortality, at the - ſecond coming” of 'the Son 
of God. I would not have you to bei 
rant concerning them which are alleep. 
« Chriſt” died his people cep. He died 
under the curſe of the law and the wrath. of 
: 20M God, 
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* 7 being delivered from- all con- 
7 I = fall aſleep in the arms of an ever- 
Waſting friend. To die is gain, Frequently 
| 3 3 death is repreſented by ſleep. 
3 c Many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall- awake. She is not dead but 
aeepeth. Stephen alſo fell aſleep. Faith in 
27 WC hriſt does not exempt from the death of the 
3 WWbody ; but over the believer the ſecond death 
ich zo-power; The grave is the houſe ap- 
pointed for all living. Our fathers, where 
Ware they? And the prophets, do they live for 
ever? They are all numbered amongſt the 
dead. But though their bodies are conſigned 
ss che grave to. be food for reptiles; yet they 
rere not loſt, They enter inta 3 they reſt 
in cheir beds. 

From the wefucrotien of Chriſt we have the 
3 ftongeſt argument to prove the teſurrection 
of che body. For if we believe that Jeſus 


died. and roſe again, even fo them alſo which 
dcp in Jeſus will God bring with him. Paul 
= {cemed to the Philoſophers at Athens, a ſetter 
= forth of ſtrange Gods; becauſe he preached 
uno them Jeſus and the reſurrection. But 
== why hould it be thought à thing incredible 
that God ſhould raiſe the dead? By that migh - 
ty power whereby he is able even to ſubdue all 
things to himſelf, he can as eaſily raiſe the 
bt wi a Bras body 
Pan. xi. 2. Wake vill, 32. | 
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body from the grave, as he could at firſt form WM 
it out of the duſt of the earth. Bu 
The reſurrection of Chriſt is a truth clean, 
revealed, and poſitively aſſerted. Now is 
Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the 
firſt fruits of them that ſlept. He was ſcen 
after his reſurrection by all the apoſtles, and 
by above five hundred brethren at once. 
And while his. diſciples looked ſtedfaſtly to- 
ward heaven; behold, he was taken up, - and 
2 cloud received him out of their ſight, 
John beheld him in the midſt of the throne of 
God, as a lamb that had been ſlain. Chriſt WY 
roſe as the firſt fruits of his people. Not as a 
private perſon, but as the head of his body 
the church; who is the beginning, the firſt 
born from the dead ; that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence. Now if Chriſt'be riſen 
as the firſt- fruits, and the head of the body, 
it follows, chat hey mu? riſe alſo, or his WW 
body would not be complete Where the head 
is, there muſt the members be. The union 
ſubſiſting between him and his people, is not 
deſtroyed by death. Becauſe he lives, they 
Mall live alſo. And whoſoever liveth and 
believeth in him ſhall never die. He is gone 
to prepare a place for thein, and has promiſcd 
to come N and e them to himfelf, 
1 Ccr. xv. 20. Adds i. 9. ies a v. vi. 
77 r ene e ere 
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that, * where he is they may be alſo.” This — 
is the father's will which hath ſent him, that J 
of all which he hath given him he ſhould | 
loſe nothing, but raiſe it * again at the laſt 
day. | 

Virtually his people are raiſed up together, 
and made to ſit together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt Jeſus. He took the human nature up | 
into heaven with him, and ſends down his 
Spirit from heaven to dwell in his people, as the 
earneſt of their inheritance,” until the pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion ſhall be redeemed from the 
grave by the power of God. The reſurrection 
from the grave is called the redemption of the 
body. The chriſtian looks forward with de- 
light, knowing that his redemption draweth 
nigh. By faith he ſees the heavens opened, 
and Jeſus ſtanding at the right hand of God. 
With an hope full of immortality he deſires to 
depart and be with Chriſt. Confeſſing him- 
ſelf a ſtranger and pilgrim upon earth, he 
ſeeks a better, that is, an | heavenly country. 
He lives above the world, poſſefles much of 
heaven, enjoys fellowſhip with the Father, and 
with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt; he walks humbly with 
God in the exerciſe of faith and love; and his 
delight is to do his will. Made free by the Son 
of God, he has peace in his own conſcience, 
power over ſin, and ſtrength to reſiſt the temp- 

tations 
1 1 305 vi. 39, Rom. viii. 33. 
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tations of the devil. Happy i in the favor of his 
God, he chearfully ſubmits to his authority, ac- 
quieſces in his diſpenſations, and. ſays concern- 
ing all the work of his hands, It is well, His 
preſent afflictions, though grievous, work for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, Thus by croſſes, as well as com- 
forts, he is brought nearer to God, and made 
meet for heaven. He is patient in tribula- 
tion, enduring, ee him who is inviſible, 
and lives in hope of eternal life, which 
God, who cannot lie, hath promiſed before 
the world began. And, while a philoſopher 
looks into the grave, with compoſure, the 
chriſtian looks beyond the grave with tranſ- 
port. He views death as a conquered enemy, 
diſarmed of all his terror; and exults in the 
apoſtles words, O death! where is thy ſting? 


O grave! where is thy victory? The pro- 
miles, faithfulneſs, and power of God ſup- 


port him, ſo that with the Patriarch, he wil- 
hngly gives up the Ghoſt; or with dying 


Stephen cries, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit. 
Thus did our dear departed friend refign his 


ſpirit into the Lord's hand; and with his laſt 
words, about an hour and half before his death, 
penn. a erin on * en of og 
iert 

But we 8 not as thoſe be have a 
n for them alſo who 1 2 in Jeſus will 


| | * Gad 
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Cod bring with him. The fame Jeſus who 

Vas taken up into heaven, ſhall ſo come in 
W like manner as he was ſeen go up into heaven. 

= He ſhall come in his own glory, and in the 

s glory of his Father, with all the holy angels. * 

RX The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend with a ſhour, 

IE with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 

IJ | trump of God: and the dead in Chriſt ſhall 

DE riſe firſt. Then they which are alive and re- 

A main, ſhall be caught up togethet with them in 
che clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 
W Thus ſhall death be ſwallowed up in victory. 

The body, ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed 
in glory. It ſhall be faſhioned like ' unto 
= Chriſt's glorious body, When he ſhall 

appear we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall + 

= ſcc him as he is. Happy art thou O Ifrad 1- 

Who is like unto thee, O people, ſaved by” 

= the Lord! _ 

Wwe obſerve zaly, That the conſidera- 
tion of the happineſs to which the ſaints, who ' 
ſleepin Jeſus, are admitted, is a ſovereign anti- 
dote to ſurviving friends againſt exceſſive 
ſorrow. 

Heathens, who had no > knowledge of the 
reſurrection, or a future ſtate, uſed to make 
bald their heads, cut their fleſh, and make the 
moſt; hideous lamentations over their dead: 

ut the goſpel teaches us different ſentiments; * 
„lee the word of God expreſsly forbids ſuch 
3 conduct 


conduct. Je ſhall not cut yourſelves, nor 
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make any baldneſs between your eyes, for. the 
dead.“ Religion does not deſtroy natural affec- 
tion, or make us Stoicks; but it. mitigates 
our , forrow for the dead. We may weep, 
but we muſt not murmur. Our Lord mani- 
leſted the pureſt friendſhip, and moſt tender 
ſympathy, when he wept at the grave of La- 
zarus. The Jews ſaid, Behold, how he 
loved him! When a friend, a brother, a mi- 
niſter is taken from us, nature, yea religion, 
teaches us to ſhed a friendly tear. But our 
grief muſt be moderate, not exceſſive, We 
ſhould nor ſorrow as thoſe who have no hope. 
We this day bewail the loſs of an able miniſter 
of the goſpel. He is not dead but ſleepeth. 
He has fought a good fight, finiſhed his 


courſe, kept the faith, and is now entered 


into the joy of his Lord. Therc he poſſeſſes 
all his ſoul wiſhed for; beholding face to 
face the unveiled glory of that Jeſus, 
whoſe goſpel, while upon earth, he preached, 


whoſe cauſe he Pleaded, whoſe doctrine he 


& + 


defended. 

All the grand deſigns of providence con- 
cerning him are accompliſhed, as to his own 
falvation ; and all the work. intended to be 
done by him, in promoting the ſalvation of 
others. With a never-fading crown of righte- 

ouſteſs 


m Deut. xiv. 1. 


hc BY, 
ovuſneſs on his head, and a palm of victory 
in his hand, he is now conſtantly employed 
in aſcribing to the Redeemer the glory of his 
ſalvation. 

Better are the . that are already dead 
chan the living that are ſtill alive. This con- 
dgderation, therefore, ſhould conciliate our 
minds to the preſent loſs, and lead us to ſay, 
= < The will of the Lord be done.” But thoſe 
= of you to whom his miniſtry has been par- 
ticularly uſeful, are now ready to conclude 
that your comforts are all buried in his grave, 
and that you ſhall henceforth be ſtrangers to 
ſpiritual joy. Remember that although your 
ſepherd is taken from you, the great Shep- 
herd of Iſrael has promiſed never to leave, 
nor forſake you. He will give you paſtors 
according to his own heart, who ſhall feed 
you with knowledge, and underſtanding. 
Upon him therefore caſt your care, and pray 
the Lord of the harveſt to ſend forth laborers 
into his harveſt. 

The poor bemoan the loſs of a patron and 
benefactor; eſpecially, conſidering the rela- 
tion in which he ſtood to the charity called, 
The Sick Man's Friend, which he eſtabliſhed, 
and labored to ſupport. But ſtill Jeſus is the 
fick man's friend. He healeth all manner of 
fickneſs, - and all manner of diſeaſe among 
C the 


18) 
the people. He regardeth the neceſfitics 
of the poor and needy; and will, withhold 
no manner of thing that is good. He healct|: 
the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds. 

Another conſideration which ſhould recon- 
cile us to preſent trials, and afflictive diſpen- 
ſations is, God is a Sovereign, and has an un- 
| doubted right to do as he pleaſes. "Behold 

he taketh away, who can hinder him? Who 
will ſay unto him, What doſt thou?“ Why 
doſt thou ſtrive againſt him? for he giveth 
not account of any of his matters. Clouds 
and darkneſs are round about him, as to the 
diſpenſations of his providence; but righte- 
ouſneſs and judgment are the ſtability of his 
throne. God moves in a myſterious way, 
his wonders to perform.“ His counſel ſhal! 
ſtand. What ue know not now we ſhall 
know hereafter. It is for us, therefore, to be 
ſtill, and know that he is God; In an hour 
that we think not, the Son of Man frequently 
cometh. Of this we have had a very recent 
proof in the death of our dear friend. In the 
meridian of life and uſefulneſs, after a very ſhort 
illneſs, he was cut down. The immediate cauſe 
of his diſſolution, which you are in general 
acquainted with, was ſo ſingular, as to 2 


n Job ix. 12. * Job xxxili. 13. 
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SW: to ſay, © This muſt be the Lord's doing“.“ 
n thc day he received the fatal meſſenger, 
e made ſeveral appointments together, little 
| 1 TE. ating ſo ſpeedy a ſeparation, How un- 
rarchable are the Lord's judgments, and his 
| ays paſt finding out! But a God of infinite 
$$ iſdom cannot err, nor a God of unchanging 
AB N love act unkindly. 
© Laſtly, let us remember we ſhall ſoon meet 
All our brethren, and companions in tribula- 


tion, and in the kingdom and patience of 


eſus Chriſt, who are gone before, never 
ore to be ſeparated from each other. We 


aan go to our departed friend, but he ſhall. 
not return to us. We ſhall fit down with 


abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven. God has provided ſome better 


Wnot be made perfect. Jeſus ſays, © Lo! I 
come quickly. Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom 
= his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall Ang ſo do- 
ing.“ Matt. xxiv. 46. 

Permit me now to call upon you all to 
attend to the voice of God in this awful pro- 
vidence, 


Dr. Peckws1.r. opened the body of a young perſon 
who died of a conſumption, whoſe lungs were in a very 


diſeaſed ſtate, and the cheſt full of putrid matter; and 


a and in ſewing up this body, gave himſelf a wound with 
dhe needle, which proved fatal on the tenth day. 
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things for us, that they without us ſhould 


( 20 ) 

It is appointed to all men once to dic. 
Examine yourſelves, therefore, as to thc 
toundation upon which you build your hopes 
of future happineſs ; and whether you have 
that faith, in the Son of God, which is the 
operation of his Spirit; which overcomes the 
world, purifies the heart, works by love, and 
is eſſential to ſalvation. He that believeth 
not 1s condemned already. Many of you arc 
far advanced in life; there is but a ſtep be- 
tween. you and death. Have you a well 
grounded hope of eternal life, by the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt from the dead? It is not 
ſufficient that you have a form of godlineſs, 
unleſs you know the power thereof. Ye mult 
be born again. Many have a name to live 
but are dead. The hope of the hypocrite 
Mall periſh; fearfulneſs ſhall ſoon ſurprize 
him. Perhaps, by habit, you are grown 
ſecure in ſin, and totally neglect this great 
ſalvation. You have been often warned of 


your danger, by one who will never warn you 
more If you periſh your blood will be upon 


yourſelves. It is a fearful thing to fall into 


the hands of the living God. What will be- 


come of you, when the Lord ſhall be revealed 

from heaven, in flaming fire, to take ven- 

geance on them Who know not God, and 

obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 

The wicked ſhall then be turned into m1 
| an 


wy ( 27. ), | i 
a all te nations that forget God. Better 
ad it been for you that you had never been 
Vorn, than that you ſhould die in your fins. 
SE hough hand join in hand the wicked ſhall not 
o uapuniſhed. The ſinner dying an hundred 
2 2B years old is accurſed. Sooner or later your fin 
Z Mall find you out. And he that being often 
WE cproved, hardneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly 


eerich, and that without remedy.—You. who 
c- arc in the prime of life, may take warning, 
"ns from this inſtance of mortality, not to pre- 
c- WEſume upon years to come. You know not 
ot hat a day may bring forth! Prepare to 
8, I meet your God! Bodily ſtrength is no ſecu- 
it WT rity againſt the approach of death. Perhaps 
'c fl 2h you are now following the pleaſures and va- 
'c _ e nities of lite, and chinking ng, to-morrow ſhall 
© RE Þc as this day, and much more abundant. , 
n WET You light the goſpel, and make a mock at 
it in. Dreadful. ſtate! The wicked is fre- 
'f WE quently driven away in the midſt of his wick- 
U AS ecdneſs. This night and your ſouls may be 
N WS required of you! How will you meet the 
judge of quick and dead, who ſhall render 
do cvery man according to his works? Who 
vin pour out the vials of his wrath, without 
- WT mixture, upon every ſtubborn and impeni- 
tent ſinner? 
2 


Let the young remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth, while the evil days 
come 
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come not, nor the years draw nigh when they 
ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. 

Lou who are happy in the good ways of 
God, and enjoy the light of his countenance, 
conſider this providence as a call to watch- 
fulneſs. Be ye alſo ready. Your hearts ſunk 
within you when you heard the doleful news 
of your miniſter's death. Improve the ſolemn 
event. The Lord's eye is upon you. Guard 
againſt formality, and lukewarmneſs. Mani- 
feſt your love to the Lord Jeſus, by your zeal 
to promote his glory. *Whatſoever your hands 
fmd to do, do it with all your might; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wiſdom in the grave, whither you are go- 
ing; therefore, Be fervent in ſpirit ſerving 
the Lord. Let it be your ſtudy to maintain 
conſtant communion with God; that when- 
ever he ſhall call you hence, you may depart 
in peace, fall aſleep in Jeſus, and be for ever 
with the Lord. Let us comfort one another 
with theſe words. 
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